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Strabo, for he places Mount Ida beside the Scamander, which proves that he 
meant to speak of the Mendere-su of our day, or the Simois of Homer." — 
p. 223. 

It will he recollected that in the twelfth volume of the Journal of the Society- 
is an elaborate Paper on the Topography of Troy, by Dr. Forchhammer, ac- 
companied by a map of the rivers of its plain, made by Mr. (now Capt.) Spratt, 
b.n. It may be remarked in limine, that, on a careful comparison of the 
maps and descriptions in the two separate sources of information, it appears 
that the views and opinions of the two authors, with respect to the identity 
of the rivers so celebrated in the immortal work of Homer, are strikingly 
consistent. 

The second portion of the work of M. Tchihatchef is devoted to the cli- 
matology and zoology ; and in the preface we are promised two succeeding 
parts — on the geology, and on the statistics, political history, and archaeology of 
Asia Minor. The work, so far as already published, is enriched with en- 
gravings, displaying striking natural features of the country, and the animals 
native in the peninsula. The writing is elevated in its tone, close and correct 
as to style, and there can be no doubt that this will take its place as a standard 
work of literature. 



10. The Indus and its Provinces : their Political Importance considered in 
connexion with improved means of Communication. By W. P. Andrew, 
Esq., f.e.g.s. 8vo. London : Allen. 

This book is written with a view to advocate the interests of the Company 
engaged in the formation of the Scinde and Punjab Railways ; and it explains 
the directions which those lines of transit are to take, and the benefits capable 
of being derived from their completion. It is illustrated by a very good map. 
The scheme for effecting railway and steam communication between the 
countries on the Indus is the following : — A railway, 110 miles in length, is 
stated to be in course of formation between Kurrachee and Hyderabad, a 
contract for its construction having been concluded in December 1858. It is 
also stated that the Company has been requested by the local authorities " to 
survey two branch lines — the one from Sukkur by Shikarpoor to Jacobabad, 
southward from Hyderabad, by Omercote to Deesa, so as to effect a direct 
communication between Kurrachee and Bombay by a junction with the in- 
tended extension of the Bombay and Baroda line to Deesa." From Hyderabad 
there is a permanently open navigation of the Indus, the Pungund, and the 
Chenab rivers for 570 miles up to Mooltan, on which waters it is proposed to 
establish a steam flotilla ; and from Mooltan the Punjab railway, 248 miles 
in length, would proceed to Lahore and Qmritsir. From Lahore a branch is 
projected to sweep across the upper portion of the Punjab to Peshawer, on the 
frontier of Afghanistan. We learn that on Jan. 27th last the East India 
Company sanctioned the raising of a million and a half sterling for the com- 
mencement of the Punjab railway. 

The book is full of quotations of both official and non-official character, 
indicating the commercial and military advantages which would arise from the 
construction of the foregoing works. The Indus is certainly the key to 
Central Asia west of the Himalaya mountains, and the possession of commercial 
superiority there is adapted materially to counterbalance the commercial traffic 
carried on inland between the upper Indus and the Bosphorus and southern ter- 
ritories of Russia. Such railways as are projected on the Indus are, as the author 
argues, necessary in order to enable us to compete with the facilities of transit 
about to be afforded by the extension of railways in the southern provinces of 
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the Russian empire. On the continuous advance of Russia into Central Asia 
the author quotes Mr. Ferrier, to the effect that, after having descended the 
Ural River to the Caspian Sea, and reached the mouth of the Emhah, the 
Russians ascended that river to the point at which, turning south, it approaches 
the Aral Sea. " Here they have established a military colony, and dug wells 
at short distances in the desert between the Embah and the sea ; they have 
also placed around these wells settlements of Cossacks, who cultivate the soil 
in the neighbourhood, so that in a few years an army will be able to obtain 
sufficient food and forage in all their encampments, and will reach the Aral 
without serious difficulty. Two other lines of wells have been also dug by 
the Russians — one on leaving the river Ourloo Irghiz, tending towards the 
northern end of the Aral Sea ; the other commences from two points, Ming- 
Kishlak and Dash-Killeh, on the eastern shore of the Caspian, which unite 
half way in one line thence, laid down in the direction of Khiva." — p. 16. 

Further on he adds, from the Warsaw journal the ' Czar,' of Nov. 30th, 
1856 : — " The Orenburg corps d'armee has been considerably reinforced. The 
outposts of this corps extend to the very limits of the country of Turan, upon 
the rivers Oxus and Jaxartes ; and the military flotilla of the Lake of Aral, 
placed under the orders of the same general, is brought by the above-mentioned 
rivers to the frontiers of India. On another side great activity reigns upon 
the Caspian Sea and in the army of the Caucasus. Transport vessels, having 
troops and war materiel on board, pass incessantly between Astrakan and 
the port of Baku. The new lieutenant-general of the Caucasian provinces, 
Prince Bariatinski, has received fuller powers than his predecessors. He has 
lately inspected, on its way to its destination, the flotilla of the Caspian Sea, 
which has been considerably increased. Meanwhile the Russian Government 
neglects nothing in replacing the war materiel consumed during the late war, 
and continues to refill the exhausted magazines." — p. 26. 

And— 

" Without undertaking to decide the large question at issue (the invasion of 
India by Russia), I shall assume the feasibility of invasion to be established, 
and merely observe that now more than ever should we be on the watch, for 
the Russian and Indian dominions are twelve hundred miles nearer to each 
other than when the invasion of Afghanistan took place." 



11. Esqukse Geographique du Bassin de la Mer a" Aral, fyc. Lite a la Societe 
de Ge'ographie de Paris. Par M. Eugene Lamansky, Secretaire de 
la Societe Imperiale Geographique de Eussie. Paris : Martinet. 
1858. 

From such a source as M. Lamansky we ought to expect the most correct 
information respecting the subject here treated of, since, as he himself informs 
us at p. 13 of his pamphlet, " Most of the narratives of the travellers who 
have recently visited the khanats adjoining the Russian territories have been 
published by the Geographical Society of St. Petersburg." The author first 
points out that little or nothing was known of the Sea of Aral in Western 
Europe down to the commencement of the eighteenth century, when Peter the 
Great, then a resident in Paris, made known to the Academy of Sciences some 
important details concerning the hydrography of Central Asia which had pre- 
viously been acquired by his countrymen. In 1741 Mouravine was sent by 
the Russian government to survey the shores of the Sea of Aral, of which he 
subsequently produced a chart ; since which time the extension of colonization 
from Russia, and multiplied journeys of travellers in that direction, have 



